Why car engines won't fly.

by Don Sherman
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the stark differences between
automobiles and aircrafi. The Cadillac
Northstar V-8 crankshaft (foreground)
has five main bearing journals, all
narrower and of larger diameter than
the four connecting rod journals, each
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The Lycoming 10-540 crankshaft
(background) has four main bearing
journals, including the extra large one
for the propeller at the front end (right)
and six connecting rod journals, one for

each cylinder. The cooling fins on each
cylinder increase the engine’s
intercylinder distances, making the
crankshaft considerably longer than the
Cadillac’s (inset). Because of their
length, combined with a more severe
operating environment, aircraft cranks
must be made heavier than a cars.




