WORLD MOTORSPORT SYMPOSIUM 2008
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E World Motorsport Symposium has developed in the four years
rllnu' the inaugural one into an important forum for motorsport
engineers from all branches of the sport. Divided into the Race Engine
day and the Aerodynamics/Vehicle Dynamics day, the topics discussed
were topical and wide ranging, reflecting the speakers and delegates
who come from around the world.

This year, Dr Andy Randolph, director of engines at Earnhardt Childress

Racing, took over the mantle of the chairmanship of the Race Engine
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Ulrich Baretzky, Dr Robin Tuluie, Thomas
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day from Ulrich Baretzky, head of engine technology at Audi Sport, who

had guided the process so ably last year

Once again located at the wonderful facilities provided by Oxford Brookes

University in Oxford, England, Dr Randolph superbly steered a day that saw

a variety of speakers that included Nick Fry, CEO of Honda F1, who gave

the keynote speech, Tony Pumnell, the FIA technical consultant, Thomas

Laudenbach, head of Porsche’s powertrain/motorsport, Ulrich Baretzky and

Craig Mayes of Gillett Evernham Racing amongst others. BELOW Nathalie Toso and Soheila
Kimberley present Dialma Zinelli with
the Dino Toso award for the Racecar

Aerodynamicist of the Year

A PREMIER CRU EVENT

The following day saw John lley for the fourth consecutive year chair the
Aerodynamics/Vehicle Dynamics day. Once again, the line up of speakers
was impressive with Sergio Rinland setting the tone with a keynote
speech that warned the sanctioning bodies about too many control
formulae that are stifling the creativity of motorsport engineers. As he
said in his presentation, the only engineers who come close to the
innovative creativity of their motorsport peers are those developing
technologies in times of war.

After this fiery opening start, there were a series of high-level
presentations all day long from speakers who had given up their time
to be in Oxford. Professor Joe Katz, author of the renowned Roce Car
Aerodynamics, had flown in from California as had veteran motorsport
engineer Paul Lamar who had given a presentation on turbo
compounding the previous day. Kurt Romberg, head of aero at

Hendrick Motorsports, yet again gave an insight into NASCAR Cup »
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